Offsite Tours

To experience all that Pittsburgh museums and historic sites have to offer, arrive early to participate in a wonderful selection of pre-conference tours, which have been arranged through the generosity of the following four institutions.  Two of the venues are within a short walk or an even shorter car ride from the conference hotel, and shuttle accommodations will make the pairing of the others an easy visit!  All locations represent the diverse, exciting museum environment in Pittsburgh, and we also encourage you to visit these amazing sites and others on your own following the conference.

All tours are only available to conference participants. Registration for the tours occurs during the conference registration check out. If you have questions contact midatlanticmuseums@gmail.com. 



Dual site visit—Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area and The Frick Pittsburgh
Thursday, October 19
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

This visit pairs two very different historic sites that both work to preserve the history and structures of 19th century Pittsburgh while also connecting with life, art and culture in the 21st century.  

The afternoon begins with a tour of the Carrie Blast Furnace site with Ron Baraff, Director of Historic Resources and Facilities for the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area, which operates this site that was once part of the U.S.S. Steel Homestead Works.  As you tour this rare remnant of Pittsburgh’s industrial past, you will learn how the site explores history, art, and the environment to engage visitors and build on their knowledge of Pittsburgh’s steel hertiage.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]At The Frick Pittsburgh, a historic site that includes the home of Henry Clay Frick and his family and an art museum built by his daughter Helen, you will join members of the curatorial department for a sneak peek at the exhibition Undressed: A History of Fashion in Underwear, organized by the Victoria & Albert Museum in London.  The exhibition does not open to the public until October 21, and the Frick is the only venue for the exhibition in the United States. Members of this special tour will be among the first in the country to see this spectacular exhibition.

Transportation from the conference hotel to these two sites will be provided.    Pre-registration is required, with a fee of $ 20 for MAAM Members, $30 for Non-Members.   Only 20 participant slots available – reservations will be taken on a first come, first serve basis.  


The Andy Warhol Museum
Thursday, October 19
1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m.


Part of the Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh, The Andy Warhol Museum tells Andy Warhol’s story and explores his legacy through the largest collection of Warhol art and archives in the world.  Join Danielle Linzer, Director of Learning and Public Engagement, to explore accessibility initiatives at the museum, including in-gallery three-dimensional reproductions of signature works in the collection and the free “Out Loud” audio guide app that offers vivid visual descriptions and guided tactile narration of these works, designed for visitors who are blind or have low vision. 

Pre-registration is required.  $10 fee for MAAM Members, $15 for Non-Members. Only 20 participant slots available – reservations will be taken on a first come, first serve basis. Transportation is not provided, however the museum is located a short walk from the conference hotel. 




The Mattress Factory
Thursday, October 19
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.


Interested in seeing contemporary art in a very unique setting?  This visit is for you!  Founded in 1977, the Mattress Factory is a contemporary art museum and experimental lab featuring site-specific installations created by artists in residence from around the world.  The Mattress Factory has also been a catalyst for community revitalization on Pittsburgh’s North Side.  Through rich and diverse programming, The Mattress Factory uses installation art to challenge, excite and motivate students and learners of all ages to engage the world around them in new and creative ways. Join some talented staff members for a tour of the spaces and conversations about their work in a setting you won’t forget.

Pre-registration is required.  $10 fee for MAAM Members, $15 for Non-Members. . Only 20 participant slots available – reservations will be taken on a first come, first serve basis. Transportation is not provided, however the museum is located a short car ride from the conference hotel. 





